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June, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As you know this has been a very different and often challenging school 
year for the Our Lady of Fatima learning community. Two labour 
disputes were quickly followed by the Covid-19 outbreak which forced 
the school closures across the province. What was expected to be a short 
lived, precautionary closure turned into a closure of all schools for the rest 
of the school year.  
Distance learning became our new reality and it too brought us new 
challenges; setting up google classrooms, making sure technology was 
available to our students, and providing on line engaging tasks that would 
advance our students’ learning. Families were challenged with juggling 
work from home as well as helping their children engage in the learning. 
No doubt that through the efforts of home and school, many of our 
students will have reduced any possible learning gaps that may have 
occurred due to the government mandated school closure. 
Traditionally at this time of year, Fatima has a year end assembly to 
honour our students, say good-bye to any staff members that may be 
leaving, and welcome any new staff members that will be joining us in 
September. Of course, this is not possible this year.  
However, I would like to take this opportunity to inform our community 
of a few staffing changes taking place at Our Lady of Fatima when we 
return to school. 
Next week, when the school year ends, we will be saying goodbye to 
Miss Baluk, Ms Vella,  and Mr. Pezzack who were filling in for LTO 
positions in our FDK division this year. We wish them good luck in their 
next placements. We will also say goodbye to Mme Gobbi, our core 
French teacher. Although she was only with us for one year, she made an 
impact on many of our students and was a wonderful addition to our 
staff. The students of her next school will be very lucky to have her. Mrs. 
Macdonald, one of our itinerant music teacher has decided to retire! We 
wish her much happiness and a well deserved rest after many years of 
service.  



And finally, as many may already know, it is with a heavy heart that we 
say goodbye to Mr. Haller after 17 years at Our Lady of Fatima. He will 
be moving on to St. Luke School in Waterloo. Mr. Haller has many gifts 
and talents and we know that he will have an impact on the students of 
St. Luke. We hope that he will always have a place in his heart for Fatima 
as we have a place in our hearts for him. 
When school reopens, we will be welcoming Mr. Butter who will be 
teaching in the junior/intermediate division. Mr. Butter, a member of our 
neighbourhood, will enrich our learning community as he possesses 
innovative skill sets that are sure to engage our students and promote 
innovative thinking.  
The year end wrap up would not be complete without a thank you to our 
school council who run our Christmas Turkey luncheon, our pizza days, 
Shrove Tuesday, and of course, our annual Halloween Dance-a-thon. The 
council as well as the dozens and dozens of volunteers who help with 
these events and help out with reading programs, field trips, and 
classroom events enrich the lives of our students and our learning 
community. 
In closing, I would like to thank all our parents for their support 
throughout this unique school year and wish all our students a safe and 
happy summer. We look forward to seeing you when school reopens for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
All the best, 
 
Mr. Purificato and the entire staff of Our Lady of Fatima 
 
 

 


