
Meeting Minutes – February 6 at 6pm 
 
We began with a Prayer 
We went over attendance and also, went over the minutes from our meeting in 
December. 
 
Items to add 

• Lunchbox Lunch: A potential new program to be introduced 
• Fundraiser for families in distress within the Fatima community 
• A quick note: Valentine’s Day is on Ash Wednesday so we’ll celebrate 

Valentine’s on Tuesday, not Wednesday 
 
Bishop Banquet – Silent auction 

• This is an annual fundraiser for school foundation.   
• We aren’t asked to buy tickets but donate an item as part of their silent 

auction.   
• It can be an object or service – valued at $100.   
• Rob will be attending so he asked council for approval on a prize donation 

and he will drop it off. 
• Money that is raised is used for initiatives within the school community.   
• We voted yes, and Karen volunteered to put the prize together. 
• Event is May 1st, so our prize is needed (likely) by April.  

 
Potential Capital Improvements - Fatima 

• Custodians did a walk through and pointed out what they want to see fixed 
and made a list.   

• This includes: Water fountains being changed to ergonomic fountains; floors 
in 1 or 2 rooms to be uniform; doors in the library to be the same; re-key all 
of the doors in the school; HVAC updates so the entire school will have A/C; 
primary washrooms gutted and re-done; floors in front of gym and one of the 
hallways need to be fixed.   

• With this wish list, we will put forward the list to facilities and budget it out 
and figure out costs.   

• Main priority is A/C.   
 
OLOF Initiatives – School Culture 

• Started some initiatives that would add to and enhance our school culture.   
• Behaviour reports: If a student does something wrong, then they own up to it 

and deal with the consequence.  It’s a tracking system for us and also, info for 
the parents.   

• Positive office referrals: Teachers who see student being a great student – or 
excelling academically.   

• Next year, moving towards a new report card – they are changing with 
respect to learning skills.   



• Forward falcon – each class has one and it’s a pay it forward system for the 
class. Kids can pass it out and keep it moving around when they see 
something positive.   

• A statement is put on the boards outside of the gym where kids can write a 
response.  Last week was Bell Let’s talk so question was “what do you do to 
stay healthy in mind body and spirit”? This was put in place to engage 
students. 

• Kindergarten Grad photos – to enhance grad experience.  
• Healthy school initiatives – We are putting in 2 bikes racks and 3 scooter 

racks.   
• Turn off Tuesday – devices go off once a month. It’s an eco piece but also for 

mind, body and spirit.  
• We have our pilgrimage cross coming in. Every school gets the cross.  We get 

ours from Bennie’s.  24 of our students will go to Bennie’s to get it – then 
bring it into the gym.  A Liturgy will follow and then it will go to St Gabe’s and 
then to St. Elizabeth. 

• All of these measures are to enhance the school culture and engagement. 
 
Umbrella Project 

• This project piggybacks on what’s already occurring in the school with 
virtues.  

• It’s tools that teachers can use in their class regarding childhood resilience 
and well being in our children within the school.   

• If we are interested we can bring in Dr. Jen to do a presentation about the 
program and how it works. Seems to be geared towards Grades 4-8 but it can 
be adapted to all ages.   

• The program itself is a $1000 fee, which includes teacher lessons and 
materials. 

• Might be something to put in place next year.  
 
Teacher Wish List Update 

• Still trying to sort out the Wifi – Drop cable solution for an internet 
connection in the gym.   

• $100 per class is in progress.  Teachers are able to pool their money with a 
neighbor if they want.  We’ll be putting in a bulk order with Scholar’s Choice 
to save 20%.   

• Chromebooks – waiting for later on in the year to see what is actually 
needed.   

• Carpenters are coming to measure and price out the tiles and frames for the 
Gr 8 tiles.  Trying to source the tiles for free to reduce costs. 

• Math up program – talking at the board level.  Intensive french classes are 
piloting it along with Gr 4’s.  If we move forward, cost is reduced as the 
program is for Gr. 4, 5 and 6.  



• Projector is not feasible at $500.  Best bang for the buck is about $800. With 
this in mind, we may want to drop another $300 and go with one of our 
vendors. 

• Library – Everything has been ordered in terms of signage and the label 
maker.  Still waiting on the furniture as the supplier is moving at a snail’s 
pace. 

• Student agendas – Looking at the pre order in the spring for the fall.  We have 
to look at numbers and if they are really being used.  This will reduce how 
many we order and reduce waste if they aren’t being used.  

 
Shrove Tuesday  

• Happening next Tuesday  
• Newswire went out today as volunteers are needed.   
• All the supplies are being ordered.   
• Pancakes are being served in the morning. 

 
Boomerang Lunch  

• This new initiative is part of our eco school’s initiatives.   
• The idea is to bring garbage and waste back home to be recycled properly as 

we don’t have the man power to sort through all the recycling pieces nor do 
we have the onsite facilities to store it all in.   

• This is to teach the kids to take care of our earth and have respect for use of 
resources.   

• There is some reluctance from teachers and parents at first but being the first 
year we’ll expect to see some tweaks here and there.   

• This is a Graduate expectation as part of the stewardship of the earth, and 
respect for environmentalism.  

 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Discussed Dance a Thon and Turkey Dinner financials. 
• Nicole had a conversation with our auditor about how to utilize the Cash 

Online for a fundraiser like our Dance a Thon as the system has limitations.   
 
Parking/Driving on School Property 

• Communicated drop off and pick up, along with parking procedures via 
newswire 

• Still see parents parking across the street and their kids are walking 
unattended across the street; kids are being dropped off in the middle of the 
street and walking over; a parent was hit by a car a few weeks ago (no one 
was hurt). 

• We have by-law coming more often to ticket the illegally parked cars along 
with increased police presence during morning drop off time.   

• We may petition the school board to get a crossing guard.  We tried in the 
past but they didn’t feel we need one. 

 



 
Valentines’ Dance! 

• We experienced difficulties with the cash online system. 
• So far, 39 families have confirmed.  
• We have a door prize, which is a hockey game and movie tickets for family of 

4.   
• Plan to give them a heart to make the draw.  
• We also have colouring books, spot prizes, along with kid and adult prizes, 

family pictures, candy jar guessing.   
 
Lunchbox Orders/Extra week of Pizza  

• Nicole is looking for volunteers to help out for an extra week as she can’t 
commit to an extra week, so far no one has volunteered.  

• Sarah Kitzman has a connection with the Lunchbox lady. We hope to do a 
presentation at next council meeting to get the details of how the program 
will work.   

 
Fundraiser – Families in crisis.  

• Looking to put a fundraising effort forward to help out families in need in our 
school community.   

• This would be an ongoing fund that we would keep separate for when it’s 
needed.   

• We could collect donations from our school community, take Dance A Thon 
funds raised and put it towards the account. 

• We felt it would speak to our faith to help those in need as we currently have 
a family in our school dealing with a little one in the hospital.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


